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DOCUMENTS 
Journal of a French Traveller in the Colonies, 1765, II. 

Sunday June the pth [1765] from port Royal to hoes fery on Patow- 
mak, 18 miles. 1 this is one of the finest rivers on the Continent : admiral 
Bradock went up it as far as alexandria with his whole fleet after his 
Defeat at fort william henery, in Canada, this river seperates the two 
provinces of Virginia and Maryland, it is about 3 miles broad here. I 
Crossed this fery and Dined at the maryland fery. 2 Set out from 
thence 3 for Mr. hunters, missionary, where I remain'd all next Day 
and night. Mr. hunter is a Jesuit and superior of the Mission in 
this part of the Country. 4 There are four Clergy men belongs and 
four houses like this in the province the fathers go about the Dif- 
ferent parts to atend the Dispersed Catholiques. Charles County has 
more of the Cathol. religion than any other but are poor in general. 
Lord Baltimore when he had the grant of maryland was himself one, but 
his unworthy Desendants have abondoned his principles therefore the 
poor Catholiques have lost most of their privileges, they were very 
much treatend in the begining of the last war. father hunter tells 
me there are about 10,000 Catholiques still in the Colony, he has gen- 
erally from 800 to a th'd at his Sundays mass. 

June the nth. from mr. hunters to portobacco town, 2 m. about 20 
houses, from hence to Piscatoway 5 16 m. much such another place as 
the last. Dined here, there are small Creeks from patowmak river to 
Each of these place on which small sloops Com to them. Some mer- 
chants have stores or shops here ful of all Sorts of Dry goods which 
they sell at an intolarable Dear rate, on my arival in maryland, I 
thought there was somthing pleasanter in the Country than in Vir- 
ginia, it is not a Continual flat as the latter, there is a greater variety, 
and fine prospects from the riseings, which the other has not in the parts 
that I Came thorough, the land seems beter Cultivated and setled. the 
roads are not so sandy. 

1 Matthias Point. It is hardly necessary to point out the errors in the next 
sentence, respecting " Admiral " Braddock. 

2 Near the present Port Tobacco, Md. 

3 I.e., from the Maryland end of the ferry over the Potomac, some eight miles 
below Port Tobacco, in Charles County. 

♦ Father George Hunter, S. J. (1713-1779), " missionarius in Porto Baccha ", 
had come out to Maryland in 1747, and since 1756 had been superior of the Jes- 
uits in Maryland. Hughes, History of the Society of Jesus in North America, 
Text, II. 602-693. In view of the data he gives the diarist, it is of interest to 
read the general report he was at this time preparing, on Catholicism in Mary- 
land, and which he sent to his provincial under date of July 23- Ibid., Docu- 
ments, I. 335-338. Father Hunter's residence is described in J. F. D. Smyth, 
Tour, II. 179. 

5 On Piscataway Creek, the mouth of which is nearly opposite Mount Vernon. 
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from Piscatoway to mr. Diggses, 12 m. 8 this is a Gentleman of the 
Roman Catholique Religion, and much respected In the Country by Every 
one that Knows him. he has a Considerable fortune. Mr. Thomas Diggs 
his Brother is a Jesuit. 7 he lives with him and at the same time Does 
religious Duty all round in this part of the Country, he Certainly is an 
honor to his religion, he is a very respectable persson in Every respect, 
amiable in the Eyes of all that are acquainted with him. makes those 
that are in his Company happy, he is a learned man and has seen much 
of the world. 

June the 12th. from Mr. Diggses to Marlborough the Capital of 
Prince Georges County. 8 here I Dined and after Dinner went to see 
tobaco Inspected at the ware house and saw some of the bright couloured 
tobaco which sels So Dear in foreign markets, it is of a light yelow 
Coulour. and is as much Esteemed as the Virginia Sweet Sented: it 
grows but in particular Soils, the Inhabitants call it bright tobacco, 
this litle town is the senter of pleasures in maryland, they have as- 
semblys here all the year rownd: it is situated on patuxent river. Non 
but small barques Can Come to it which is suficient to Cary of its Pro- 
duce. [In margin: four miles from Marlboroug I Crossed patux't 
river fery, at a place called mount pleasant.] 9 the Inhabitants of mary- 
land go very much on farming. Prince Georges County is Inhabited by 
the best people in Maryland, marlborough is 15 miles from Piscatoway. 
from hence to hords ord'y 10 miles, here I lay. 

June the 13th. from hords ord'y to london town, 15 m. 10 this is a 
very Small place not above a Doz'n houses, it is on what the Inhabi- 
tants Call South river but really North river Communicating to the 
great bay. fine Country as I Came along, after Dinner Crossed the 
south river fery [In margin : this fery is a mile broad] and to annopolis 
4 miles, this is the capital of maryland, a prety litle town, Beauti- 
fully situated on a risein grownd beside the river severn, Comunicateing 
to the Bay. ships of any Burthen Can Come up this river, and Could 
formerly Come Close to the town into a little mold or Bassen, which is in 
the Center of the town, but this Bassen is almost filled with Dirt for 
want of a little Care, however the harbour is so good otherwise that the 
ships Dont feel any great inconvenience from that loss. I was not 
above an hour at the tavern when Joseph Galoway Esq'r " Came to en- 
quier for me. my good friend mr. Christy 12 wrote to him from Wil- 
liamsburg Concerning me. We suped together at the tavern and next 
Day I went to Dine with him. after Dinner we went to the Court 
which was then seting: here my friend Introduced me to most of the 

e Ignatius Digges, of Melwood. 

7 Father Thomas Digges, S. J. (1711-1805), a native of Maryland, missionary 
there since 1742, superior before Father Hunter. 

8 Upper Marlborough, on the western branch of the Patuxent. 

9 Near the present Bayard, Md. 

!0 On the south side of South River. 

11 The celebrated Pennsylvania magnate and lawyer (1729-1803), born in 
Maryland, speaker of the Pennsylvania assembly 1 766-1 774, member of the first 
Continental Congress, Loyalist. Life by E. H. Baldwin (Philadelphia, 1902). 

12 James Christie, of Annapolis; see the first installment of this journal, note 
78. 
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gentlemen, and particularly to the atorny general and Chief Justice. 13 
we spent the remainder of the Court time (which was till the 18) very 
Chearfully. there was a large and agreable Company at my tavern, 
where we had nothing but feasting and Drinking, after the Kings 
health, the Virginia assembly, and then Damnation to the Stamp act and 
a great Deal to that purpose in fine we scarce used to Go to bed sober. 

June the ipth. went with J. Galloway to his Brothers at tulip hill 
on west river, a very fine situation. 1 * Nothing Can be Equal to the 
Civilities I received from these Gentlemen, this place is 12 miles from 
the town, there is great plenty of wheat and Indian Corn raised in this 
part of the Country. 

June the 20th. we went to a fishing party out in the Bay, where we 
Catched a prodigious quantity of roks which is a fine fish. 

Do. the 21st. Came back to town. 

the 22d. Crossed the Severn (which is about 2 miles broad) and 
weated on the governor in Company with both Galloways, he lives 
about 6 m. from town where he has bought a farm and is building a 
prety box of a house on the Bay side, which he Calls white hall. 15 he 
is but lieutenant governor, the proprietor 18 being governor, he for- 
mally had been in the army, he is a batchelor about 45 y's old, a very 
agreable sencible gentleman, wee Came to town after Dinner on 
Conditions that I should return shortly and spend some time with his 
honour, which I promised with pleasure, for I liked his Company much. 

June the 23d. Set in Comp'y with J. Galloway, Esqr. for Baltimore 
town. Broke fast at the widow rights, 15 m. at noon arived at pa- 
tapsco fery, 17 where we met with some ladys and gentlemen that were 
going to a feast aboard a ship that was lying at anchor in the river, with 
several others, we profited of the ©pertunity and went with them, it is 
Custumary for all ships that Come to the Country to take tobaco on 
freight home, to give a Dinner to which they generally invite the 
planters and familys, Especially those who freight tobaco on board, who 
take Care to tell of it in their Cups. I've shiped so much says one 
I've shiped so much says another, and then a Dispute would rise who 
shiped moste, which would have turned serious at last if somebody very 
lukily had not spoke of the stamp Dutys, which altered the Conver- 
sation imediately. then was they Darning their souls if they would pay 
and Damn them but they would fight to the last Drop of their blood be- 
fore they would Consent to any such slavery. In short the aproche 
of night finished the feast and wee went with part of the Comp. to 

!3 The attorney-general was Edmund Key (d. 1766). Maryland Magazine of 
History, V. 196; Maryland Archives, XIV. 128. The chief justice of the provin- 
cial court was John Brice (1714-1766), of Annapolis. Md. Archives, XIV. 216; 
Richardson, Side-Lights on Maryland History, pp. 357-359. 

!* Near Galloways, Md. ; the home of Samuel Galloway. It is described and 
pictured in J. M. Hammond, Colonial Mansions of Maryland and Delaware, pp. 
I38-I43- 

is It is described and pictured in Lady Edgar's A Colonial Governor in Mary- 
land, pp. 188-194, 245, and in Hammond, pp. 77-87. The governor mentioned 
was of course Lieut-Col. Horatio Sharpe (1718-1790), governor 1753-1769. 

16 Frederick, sixth Lord Baltimore. 

17 See J. D. Schoepf, Travels in the Confederation, I. 371. 
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baltimore, which is Considerable for the short time since its first Es- 
tablishment, which is owing to its proximity with the many Iron mines, 
and works in its Invirons, the situ'on is far from being agreable, it is 
at the foot of a hil fronting to the Southward, a Sandy Soil which 
makes it very hot in the Sumertime. it is not near as healthy as anap- 
olis. the ships Cant Come within a mile of the town, here I met my 
good friend Mr. Christy who accompanied us the 24th to Charles 
Carol Esq'r, 18 about three miles from town, where he has Considerable 
Iron works, wee went to see them but unfortunately the furnais was 
not in blast, the mines that belong to these works are Considerable 
and abundant in Iron, they belong to five Gentlemen and are at present 
worth 500 ps. per annum to Each of [them] altho in its infancy. 19 
there are great numbers of mines about this part of the Country some 
of which are Coper and very rich in apearance but no[t] wrought. 

Mr. Carol treated us with all the Civility Imaginable, wee staid 
here all the 24th. 

June the 25th. returned to anopolis, Mr. Christy with us. 

Do. 26th. went to Marlbro Court where there was a Surprising 
Number of People. Dined at the tavern in a large Company, the Con- 
versation Continually on the Stamp Dutys. I was reaiy surprised to 
here the people talk so freely, this is Common in all the Country, and 
much more so to the Northward, the Catholiques seem to be very 
Cautious on this occasion, we went to ly at Mr. Diggses where I had 
again the pleasure of Conversing with the Rever'd father thomas, to my 
great satisfaction. 

Do. 2jth. Came to tulip hil In Company with both Galloways, Mr. 
Stuard, one of the majistrates of anapolis, 20 and Mr. Junifer major in 
the militia. 21 after Dinner as the botle was going round the Con- 
versat'n fell on the Stamps, and as the wine operated the rage 
against the proceedings of the parlement augment, only the magestrate 
seemed to retain himself, and took the part of the ministry, on acc't of 
his Countryman lord Bute. 22 in the hight of the Conv'on there was 
something said about takeing up arms, that if the americans took it in 
head they were able to Cope with Britain in america. upon which the 
magestrate said that non but Disafected people, or Enemys to the pres- 
ent government, could talk in such a manner, but notwithstanding his 
loyalty, he out with it at last, and said that if it Came to the push he 
would take up arms himself In Defence of his liberty and property, upon 
which he had a huza from the Company. 

is Charles Carroll of Annapolis and Elk Ridge (1702-1781), father of Charles 
Carroll of Carrollton. The Patapsco Iron Works were at the mouth of Gwynn's 
Falls, now in the southwest part of Baltimore. 

is Four of the five were this Charles Carroll, Charles Carroll, barrister, Dan- 
iel Dulany, and Robert Carter, of Nomini, Va. A letter of the first-named to his 
celebrated son, written in 1764, mentions that he owns a fifth of these iron- 
works. Rowland, Charles Carroll of Carrollton, I. 60. 

20 Dr. George Stewart, member of the provincial council. See Hanson. Old 
Kent of Maryland, pp. 262-264. 

21 Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, afterward member of the Continental Con- 
gress and signer of the Constitution. 

22 Dr. George Stewart was born in Scotland. 
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It is Certain that this act has made a great alteration in the americans 
Disposition towards greatbritain, 23 and will have a very Good Efect 
with regard to themselves, it has already set them on raising every- 
thing within themselves, which they would never have thought of other- 
wise, for they hithertoo were the greatest spendtrifts in the world, sat- 
isfied if at the years End the[y] Could make both Ends meet, they 
send their produce home, which is sold by the merchants at their own 
price, and aded to this Considerable Charges, there was but litle Comeing 
to the poor planter, and Even that litle was sent out to him in some 
necessary furniture which cost him as Dear in proportion as his tobaco 
was sold Cheap, thus the Inhabitants of america were allways from 
hand to mouth. Indeed they have this happiness well for them, that all 
necessarys for life, abound in this fine Country in the utmost plenty: 
however they seem already to be intent on raising manufactures, spin- 
ning and weaving both woolen and linnen, and more Especially to the 
norw'd. In Boston they make all their own aparell. In so much that 
there are great Complaints in England of the few goods taken of their 
hands this last year by the Colony's: if they put this resolution in Exe- 
cution it must be a fatal stroke to England, for their Chief Dependance is 
on their manufactures to which these Colonys were a Considerable 
suport. 

June the 28th. remained at tulip hill with Mr. Junifer. 

the 30th. went to a fishing party to the Bay Side being Invited by 
a Quaker who gave a feast there. 

July the 1st. Came with Mr. Junifer to annopolis where the pro- 
vincial Court begins the 10th. the 3d. Do. Dined with old Squ'r Carrol 
of anopolis. 24 he is looked on to be the most moneyed man in maryland 
but at the same time the most avaritious. he is a stanche Roman Catho- 
lique, keeps but very litle Company owing perhaps to his Distaste to the 
protestants. I was never genteeler received by any perssonne than I 
was by him. he has no family, only a b. son who he Intends to make 
his sole heir, he had part of his Education in f ranee. 

the 6th. Dined with Mr. Key, atorney general, who is a very sen- 
cible man. 

the 9th. Dined with Barister Carrol 25 (who Came for the Court) 
in Company with Several Gentlemen, who were the top of the province. 
they were all scheming how to rise manufactures, one had sent home 
for weavers, another for spiners, another, other things, In short in three 

23 Cf. the letters of John Beale Bordley in J. B. Gilson, Biographical Sketches 
of the Bordley Family, pp. 82-85. 

2 -* The same Charles Carroll — of Annapolis or Elk Ridge or Doughoregan — 
referred to above, note 18. What is said here of his son's birth is contradicted 
by the data given in Miss Rowland's biography. 

25 Charles Carroll, barrister (1723-1783), a distant relative of Charles Car- 
roll of Carrollton ; he was afterward a member of several of the revolutionary 
conventions of Maryland, and of the Continental Congress. 

2 « James Tilghman, elder brother of Matthew Tilghman, M. C. C, and father 
of Chief Justice William Tilghman of Pennsylvania. Md. Mag. of Hist., I. 369. 
Governor Sharpe, in a letter of May 8, 1764, speaks of him as " Mr. James Tilgh- 
man, lately Burgess [member of the assembly, 1763] for Talbot and one of our 
first-rate lawyers, but now settled in Philadelphia ". Md. Archives, XIV. 160. 
Barrister Carroll had in 1763 married the eldest daughter of Matthew Tilghman. 
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years time they would not have a farthings worth of anything from Eng- 
land, there was one Mr. tilghman here from Philadelphia 26 who says 
that the people in Boston are highly infla'd against the mother Country, 
and that their first toast after Dinner is the Virginia assembly, that they 
have wrote to all the Different assemblys on the Continent to send three 
members from Each, to meet at new york as a Comitee, to Consult what 
measures they should take to opose the Stamp act. 27 this general Comitee 
is to set the 1st of 8'bre, And is the best method they Could fall on the 
[to] unite the sentiments and Interests of the Different Colonys or prov- 
inces into one. it must be observed, that G. B. has hithertoo, Encouraged 
Disunion as much as possible betwixt the Differ't Colonys, by setleing 
here, a Kings Government, and there a Propriatary Gt, which are always 
oposit in their sentiments, the Inhabitants of Ks. Gts. think themselves 
much hapyer than the others, and they again are of quite Diff't op- 
pinon, and Youl observe the many Diff't sects and sorts of worship 
amongst them, which is very much encouraged from Engl'd. there is 
for Example Carolina, abounds with presbiterians, Virginia, hardly 
any other than the Church of England. [/» margin: except about 
Norfolk.] Maryl'd were formerly all Catholiques, but very much al- 
terd since the Change of the stupid propietor. 28 pensilvania, mostiy 
quakers, I hear, but they begin to Dwindle away, the new Jersys and 
York governments a mixture of all Sorts, where they seem, particularly 
In new York, to be less Bigoted to religion than any other part of the 
Continent (Except Charles town in S. Carolina) by what I learn. 
Rhode Island was setled first by people Banished from Boston, and was 
for some years the general asilum for such as sufered from the spirit of 
persecution that reigned then at Boston, those were Called sectaries 
and espoused the Covenant of Grace, and were persecuted by those 
whom held the Covenant of the works : so that there are Jensinists and 
molinists in this part of the world as well as elsewhere, but under Dif- 
ferent Denominations. 

In Boston they are ranck Bigoted presbiterians, of these sort of 
people preserve me o Lord. 

All this Ive mentioned only to shew 'that G. B. by Encouraging these 
Divisions and Differences betwixt the Colonys, think they Can by that 
means keep them allways at vareance amongst themselves and Conse- 
quently wholely Dependent on them and subject to their will, but great 
is their mistake in this, for the Inhabitants of north america Can lay 
asside their religion, when their Interest requires it, as well as the Eng- 
lish Can, and allways have done. 

July the nth. Dined at My friend the Magestrates Mr. Stuart in a 
full Company, and allways the old Cause but with moderation on acc't of 
Mr. Judge. 

July the 12th. Dined at Mr. Dicks mayor of London town, a Clever 
old gentleman. 29 

Do. 14. had all the gentlemen whom shewed me Civilitys to Dine 
-with me at my tavern to the number of 22. 

27 Resolutions of June 8. 

28 Meaning, either the accession of the unworthy sixth lord, Frederick, the 
present proprietor, or the renunciation of Catholicism by Benedict, the fourth 
lord. 

29 James Dick, of the firm of James Dick and Stewart, of London and Anna- 
-polis. Md. Mag. of Hist., III. 246. 
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Do. 15th. the assembly 30 Disolved for want of Jurymen, non came 
to town for fear of the smallpox which is now bad in it. 

the 16th. went to a fishing party out in the Bay where we me[t] 
the governor and several others. 

the 20th. went with a large Company of gentlefmen] to the gover- 
nors, where 6 of us, namely Navy 31 Diggs Esqr., the two Galloways, Mr. 
Junifer, the atorney general and myself, Stayed three Days. 

the 23d. came back from the governors to anopolis. 

the 25th. went with a large Company of ladys and gentlemen, to the 
governors to a barbicue. Came back the Same even'g to town. 

Maryland is Divided by the North Extremity of Chesapeak Bay into 
two parts, called the Eastern and western shores, this province like 
Virginia has no Consid'e towns, and for the reason, namely, the 
number of its navigable Creeks and rivers, the staple Comodity of mary- 
land is Chiefly tobacco ; and the planters live in farms scaterd about 
the Country, and have the same Conveniency as the Virginians of ships 
Comeing to their Doors, by means of Chesapeak Bay, and its navigable 
rivers thertoo Communiciating. their yearly Exports in tobacco is 
Computed to be about 30 th'd hhds. the white taxables are about 35 
thousd. there is some woolen manufacture Caried on in the County of 
Somerset, their Comon Country Drink is cyder, which is very good, 
this Country also abounds in wild grapes which makes me think that if it 
was Cultivated it would produce wine, maryland is favoured by nature 
with all necessary Convenience for shiping as well as all the other prov- 
inces, hemp grows well, it has plenty of timber and Iron. Samuel 
Galloway Esqr. has a ship yard on the head of west river within two 
small miles of his house where he has a ship Carpenter that builds him 
several ships, those that have purchased them built hithertoo gives 
them a good Caracter. 

the Chief rivers are Potowmack (which it has in Common with Vir- 
ginia), Patuxent, and severn, on the western shore, Chiptonk, Chester, 
and Sassapas 32 on the Eastern. 

the province is Divided into 11 Countys. six on the west, and 5 on 
the Eastern side of Chesapeak. those on the western side are, St. 
marys, Charleses, Prince George, Calvert, anne arundel and Baltimore 
Counties, on the Eastern side are Somerset, Dorchester. Talbot, Kent, 
and Cecil Counties. 33 alexandria is their Chief town in the Back of the 
province, but Inconsiderable. 

Lord Baltimore is Both Proprietor and govern [or] of Maryland, the 
family is now of the protestant perssuasion, but not a bit the more Es- 
teemed for it. he is much Dispised in Maryland partikularly. 

July the 26th. Set out infine from Anopolis to the Norwd. Crossed 
the Bay to hutchins fery on Kent Island, which is about 12 or 14 m. 
from hence. Cross the Island to the Eastern Shore fery which is 
J4 of a mile Broad. Kent Island is very good land, some farms on it, 
but Cheafly Catle. this Island and the Eastern [Shore] is in general, 
low and flat, full of Swamps and Swashes of Brakish water, this part 

30 Meaning, the provincial court. There was no session of the assembly until 
September 23. 

31 Ignatius ; see note 6, above. 

32 Choptank. Chester, and Sassafras. 

33 There were several others. 
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of maryland is the moste unhealthy, very subject to feavors. I never 
saw such a quantity of tnuskitoes in any part of the world as here. 

from Eastern Shore fery to queenstown, a Small place 12m. Dist. 
here Dined, from thence to Churchil, 31 a litle Country town also, the 
Country very pleasant and fine roads, farming seems [to] take up the 
peoples atention here more than any other, they raise great quantitys 
of wheat and Indian Corn, tobacco Does not answer at all and is but 
litle Cultivated on this [side of] the Bay. the water is but very In- 
different and Contributes much to the sickliness of this part. 

Do. the 27th. from Churchil to fredericks or Prince Georges town 
20 mi. on sassapas river, 35 a very fine situation, but a small place of litle 
trade, from hence to Mr. Chews to whome I had a letter from Mr. Gal- 
loway; he has a Store at Prince Georges, and a farm about 4 miles from 
thence, here I lay. this is Cecil County which seems still beter Culti- 
vated than hithertoo. Indeed this has been the Case all along as I 
Came to the northward. 

the 28th. from Mr. Chews to New Castle on the Delawar. this is 
a prety town Consisting of about 500 Dwelling houses, it is looked 
upon as the next to Philadelphia In the province, it is about 30 from 
this last, S. W., on the north side of said river, there was two Kings 
Fregates of [f] the town to visit the vessels going in and out therby to 
hinder foreign trade. 38 from New castle to Wilmington, 6 miles, 
crossed the fery at Christeen river. 37 this is a small but very well situ- 
ated litle town, on the side of sd. river, large ships Can Come up this 
river to the town. 38 it is about 1 mile Dist. from the Bay, on which the 
town has a fine prospect, being on the side of a hill, this place is so near 
the City that there is but litle trade Caryed on. tavern Keeping is the 
best business that is Caryed on in all those small towns, therfore are 
they well stocked with taverns, here I lay. 

July the 29th. Set out Early for Chester, 12 miles. the weather 
Extremly hot. the horsses had great Difficulty to Dr[a]gg me along. 
Chester is on Priest Creek 39 about 15 miles from philad. the roads 
from willmington are very hilly and stoney which seemd odd at first, 
being so long acustomed to fine level roads. I met here a number of 
gentlemen and ladys who Came out from the City on a party of pleasure. 
I Dined in their Company and wee all Set out together after Dinner, 
arrived at p[h]ilad. at 6yi and took lodgeings at the widow Gradens in 
Second Street, which is the only genteel lodgeing in town. 49 we 

3* The locality is still called Church Hill ; it is in the northern part of Queen 
Anne County, some five miles southeast of Chestertown. 

35 On Griffith's map of Maryland (1794) the village on the north side of the 
Sassafras is called Frederick, that on the south side Georgetown, and such are the 
names recorded by Philip Fithian, who journeyed along this same route from 
Annapolis in 1774. Journal and Letters, pp. 154, 155. Now these villages are 
called Fredericktown and Georgetown, respectively. 

3 « One was the Sardoine, Capt. James Hawker. Md. Archives, XIV. 238, 
239 ; Acts of the Privy Council, Colonial, V. 18. 

37 Christiana Creek. 

38 Cf. Kalm, Travels into North America (Warrington, 1770), I. 157. 

39 Ridley Creek. On Thomas Holme's map (1687) it is called " Preest 
Creek". 

40 The widow Graydon, mother of Alexander Graydon the author of the cele- 
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Crossed sculkill fery about 3 miles from town, from whence the road to 
philada. is Beautifull, the Country one Continuall farm and several prety 
litle Country houses. 

August the 3d. went to a fishing party on sculkill river in Company 
with Samuel Mifflin Esqr., Messrs.. Willing and moris 41 (to whom I had 
a letter of recomend'n from Beans and Cuthbert In Jamaica) and sev- 
erall other of the first people in the town, where we Spent the Day. 

Do. the 5th. went [to] German town with another Company to see 
the stocking manufacture, this is a Small place setled by Germans and 
Dutch who are all stocking weavers and manufacture great quantitys 
of thread and woolen. 

Do. Jth. went again with another Company to Sculkill falls which 
are not Considerable wheras boats and flats Can Come Down without 
any great Dangour. there is here what they Call a museum or a room 
where they have a Colection of all the Curiossitys they can pick up in the 
Country, which Consists in Different sorts of fowls, fishes, shels, sneaks, 
and other Curious anymals, also Indian dresses and Diff't ornaments, 
there were a few miners here Blowing up the rocks of the fall to facili- 
tate the passage for Boats over it, for when once over the falls they Can 
go a Considerable way up the Country, we Dined at a tavern that is 
here, a large Company of both sexes. 

August the 10th. Mr. Mifflin introduced me to the Governor, with 
whom we Dined. 42 he is nephew to Mr. Pen the proprietor, there 
are two brothers of them here. 

Do. 12th. went with Mr. harden the roman Cathoiique mission- 
ary 43 to Dine with Messrs. mead and fitsimons also roman. 44 
brated Memoirs, was born in Barbadoes, of a German father and a Scottish 
mother, and married an Irishman. Thus qualified for the entertainment of a 
cosmopolitan company, she, after her husband's death, began to keep a boarding- 
house in Philadelphia. Her son describes several of her more interesting guests, 
but, alas, makes no mention of our traveller. Johann Kalb, coming to Philadelphia 
on a similar commission from the French government, boarded with Mrs. Gray- 
don in 1768 and 1769. The house in which she lived in 1765 was the "Slate- 
roof House ", at the southeast corner of Second Street and Norris's Alley, built 
in 1687 and standing till 1867 (picture in Pa. Mag. of Hist., IV. 52). Graydon, 
Memoirs (ed. 1846), pp. 18, 20, 33, 43, 62, 64. 

« Samuel Mifflin (d. 1781), a relative of Thomas Mifflin, was a prominent 
merchant in Philadelphia; see previous installment, note 63. The firm of Wil- 
ling and Morris (Thomas Willing and Robert Morris), established in 1754. con- 
tinued till 1793, and was during most of that time one of the chief mercantile 
firms in the city. Thomas Willing, Robert Morris, and Samuel Mifflin were all 
members of the Mount Regale Fishing Company. 

*2John Penn (1729-1795), son of Richard, lieutenant-governor 1763-1771, 
deputy-governor 1773-1775. His father and his uncle Thomas were both propri- 
etaries in 1765. The brother next mentioned was Richard (1736-1811), lieuten- 
ant-governor 1 771-1773. 

*3 Rev. Robert Harding, S.J., missionary in Philadelphia from 1749 to his 
death in 1772. Rev. Jacob Duche, in " Caspipina's Letters " (Observations on a 
Variety of Subjects, Philadelphia, 1774, p. 114), speaks of him as "a decent well- 
bred Gentleman, . . . much esteemed by all denominations of christians in this 
city ". 

"George Mead (1741-1808), grandfather of Gen. George G. Meade, and 
Thomas Fitzsimons (1741-1811), member of the Federal Convention of 1787, :I 
C. 1 789-1 795, were brothers-in-law and partners. 
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Do. 16th. went on second party on sculkill river. 

Philadelphia Capital of pensilvania is situated on a neck of land at 
the Confluence of the two fine rivers, Delawar and Schuikill. it is 
layed out in the form of a paralelogram or long square, and Designed 
when finished, to extend two miles, from river to river, and to Compose 
eight long streets which are to be intersected at right angles by sixteen 
others Each a mile in length, broad, spacious and Even, with proper 
spaces left for the public buildings Churches and market places, in the 
Center is a Square of 10 acres, round which the public buildings are to 
be Disposed, the two principal streets, called hight Street, 45 and Broad 
Street, are each one hund'd feet in Breadth, the others 60, and most of 
the houses have a small garden or orchard, there are great numbers of 
wharfs, the principal an hund'd. foot wide, and water enough for ships 
of 500 tuns burthen to load and unload alongside them, the ware 
houses are numerous and commodious, and the Docks for ship building 
are well adapted and Convenient, there is now twenty Vessels on the 
Stocks, great and small, some of the former three hund. tuns Burthen, 
the City exclusive of warehouses Consists of about 3,000 houses or more, 
the number of inhabitants, Computed to be about 30,000. the original 
of the town which I have Described here is far from being Completed, 
but is more advanced than any town whatsoever Ever was in so short a 
time, and encreasses Daily very considerably, there is a number of very 
rich merchants in this City, their trade is considerable to all westindia 
Islands, also the madeiras, spain, portugal, England, Ireland, and hol- 
and, there is a Surprising quantity of all kind of grain raised in the 
province Espec'y wheat, with which the[y] suplied England and Ireland 
abundantly this year, where it was very scarce, they have all kinds of 
provisions great plenty of vegetables, all this is brought Down the rivers 
Delawar and Sctflkill. the Dutch 46 Employ between 8 and 900 thd. 
wagons drawn with four horsses Each In bringing the product of their 
farms to philadelph[ia] market, there has been 300 Vessels Cleard out 
of this port in one year, and as many Enter'd. their Chief Exportations, 
are, grain, lumber, Iron, of which there is plenty, Beef, pork, flaxseed, 
some hemp and furs, the hemp theyl find use amongst themselves as 
the[y] have now many roperies and make very good Canvas or Duck, 
their Importations from the westindias Consists in sugar, rum, Cofee 
Coten, and Molasses, sometimes Cash, they have set up several looms of 
late where there is very good linnen made, and no Doubt but the stamp 
Duty will augment their aplication that way. they send great quantitys 
of flaxseed to Ireland yearly, in return for which they have Irish linnens. 
the established religion was quaker formerly, but all believers in Christ 
are tolararted, the quakers seem to Dwindle very fast, there is a roman 
Church here 47 to which resorts about 1200 people, many of which are 
Dutch, they are in generall poor, there are several good churches of 
protestants and presbiterens. the state house is a very good building, 
also the hospital, there are three public liberaries. 48 they have two 

*» High Street, now Market. 

48 Germans. Lord Adam Gordon attributes to them 20,000 wagons (Mere- 
ness, Travels in the Colonies, p. 411), Burnaby, 9000 (Travels, ed. 1775, p. 50). 

* 7 St. Mary's, a frame building on Fourth Street above Spruce. 

< 8 The library of the Library Company of Philadelphia, the Loganian Li- 
brary, and probably that of the American Philosophical Society are meant. See 
Schoepf, Travels in the Confederation, I. 86, 87. 
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market Days in the week, Wednesdays, and saturdas. It is amazeing the 
quantity of meat (which is exceed fine) and all kinds of provisions 
vegetables and fruits, that abounds at this market, and the number of 
people of both sexes, that Comes to buy provisions on those Days. 

The Climate of Pensilvania is very agreable, and the air sweet and 
Clean, the fall or autumn begins about the 20th 8bre and lasts to the 
Begining of Xbre, 49 when the winter sets in, which Continues til march, 
frosty weather and extreme Cold seasons, are very Common here, so that 
the river Delawar tho broad and rapid, is often froze over, but then the 
weather is Dry and healthy, the spring lasts from march to June, and 
the Sumer in July, august, and September, Dureing which, the heats are 
Excessive, particularly in the night, more Disagreably so, than In the 
Island of hispaniola in the hotest time, this I have experienced. 

the Soil of this province is in some places a black or yellow sand, in 
some light and gravelly, and in the vales along rivers sides a fat mould, 
the earth is very fruitful and easy to be laboured, it is prety well 
watered, well furnished with timber and Iron. In Short there is no part 
of america in a more flourishing Condition than pensilvania. great 
numbers of people abound to it, in some years more have transported 
themselves into this province, then into all the others besides. In the 
year 1729, 6208 perssons Came as passengers and servants, to setle 
here, four fifths of whom were from Ireland, they Continue still Come- 
ing, to avoid the misery of their own Country, where they are a thou- 
sand times worse than guinea Slaves. 

the Chief Inland town in pensilvania is lancaster, Sixty miles from 
philada. back in the Country, here they renew their treaties with the 
Indians, there is a prety Considerable trade Caryed on here with the 
back setlers. the Inhabitants of this province are a well Disposed people 
of a moderate Jenius, strong and well looking, they are more shie of 
strangers than in the other provs. and litle Curious of getting acquainted 
with them, or shewing any civilitys Except they have very good recom- 
mendations, this they say themselves, is owing to tricks put upon them 
by strangers, but I belive to be more owing to the reservedness of the 
quakers, which seems to have infused itself into all the Inhabit's, 

August the 20th. Set out this morning for New York, breakfastd 
at fronkfort, 6 miles, a Small vilage. Dined at the red Lion tavern, 7 
miles; 50 and slept at the Delawar fery tavern, 16 m., where I met with 
young Thorns. Mifflin 51 and others. 

Do. 21st. Crossed the Delawar near the falls, went thorough tren- 
ton < 1 m. [In margin: There [are] Baraks by Trent[on] to hold 600 
men.] 52 and breakf'd at princetown. this is a prety Country town situ- 
ated in a fine fruitful agreable Country, there is a good Colege here 
large Enough to hold 400 people, there is now 160 scholars. 53 prince 

*» October 20 ; December. 

so At the mouth of Poquessing Creek, now Torresdale. 

51 Afterward the celebrated major-general, president of Congress, signer of 
the Constitution, and governor of Pennsylvania; at this time a youth of twenty- 
one. 

62 Burnaby, p. 54, who also mentions barracks at Princeton, New Brunswick, 
and Perth Amboy. 

63 The Account of the college published by the trustees in 1764 gives the 
number as 120. MacLean, History of the College of New Jersey, II. 273. 
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town is 10 m from trenton. from here to Brunswick, 54 14 miles, here I 
Dined, there is also a Barack here, the road is very fine hithertoo, 
the Country well inhabited, this side the Delawar Is new Jersys. it 
[is] well cultivated, great plenty of all Sorts of fruits on each side, 
with which they faten the hogs in tne season, indeed all the Catle like it 
beter than grass, they make great qaantitys of Cider here but not Ex- 
traordinary in quality, after Dinner Crossed the fery 55 and continued 
to amboy, 12 m. this is the Capital of East Jersy, Consisting of about 
200 houses, it is well situated and has a comods. harbour there is 
Barracks here also, the Jerseys are Divided into East and west, am- 
boy is Capitl of the first, and Burlington (which is on the Delawr. 20 m. 
above Philadelphia) Capital of west Jersy. the Governor resides 6 
months in one place and 6 in the other, this Colony is well Inhabited 
and Cultivated, the climate is healthy and temperate, its general pro- 
duce is, all sorts of Grain, horsses, black Cajle, hogs, skins and pipe 
Staves, the[y] Catch some whale on the Coast. 

they Export Bread, Corn, flower, Beef, pork, hams, fish, some buter, 
and bar Iron, to west Indies, for which they receive, sugar molasses and 
rum in return ; they send to England skins, pitch, tar, whale bone, etc. 
and oyl, for which the[y] have furniture and Cloath'g. 

As the towns generally ly up in the Country the trade is Chiefly over 
land to new York. 

there are from 100 to 200 familys in one place, _great part of which 
are Dutch, the number of Inhabitants is computed at 65,000 of all ages 
and sexes, of which 6000 are men fit to Cary arms, and about 200 In- 
dians, there is no Considerable town in the Jersys, amboy being the 
most so of any. 

August the 22d. Crossed the fery from amboy to Staten Island 
which is about a mile broad, from hence to watsons fery at the other Ex- 
tremity of the Island, 16 miles, here I Broke fast, this Island is in the 
province of new York, Distance about 9 m. N. W. 56 from the metropolis. 
it is about [13] miles in length, and 6 or 7 in breadth, on the South side 
is a Considerable tract of good level land, but the Island in general is 
rough and the hills prety high and stoney. the Inhabitants are princi- 
pally Dutch and some f rench. 

Sandy hook, and the Southermust point of long Island, form the En- 
trance of New York Bay. this is Called the narows. it is but 2 m. 
broad and opens the ocean to full view, the passage up to York from 
sandy hook is safe, and not above 25 miles in length, the Common navi- 
gation is between the East and west bancs, in two or three and twenty 
feet water, but it is said that an Eighty gun ship may be brought 
thorough a narrow winding unf requen'd Channel, between the North End 
of the East bank and Coney Island, there has been a 70 gun ship up 
Close to the town, the Island on which the City is built is about 14 m. 
long, and not above one mile broad, the S. W. point projects into a fine 
spacious bay, 9 miles in length and about 4 in breadth, at the Confluence 
of hudssons or N. W. river and the streight between long Island and the 
North Eastern Shore, or East river, on this point is the City, which 
Consists of about 2700 houses or buildings, it is upwards of a mile in 

»* New Brunswick. 

55 Over the Raritan. 

56 Southwest. 

4M. HIST. REV., VOL.. XXVII. — 6. 
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length and about J4 that in breadth, it is said to be a very healthy spot, 
the East and South parts are low and Convenient for wharfs, the north 
and west parts Elevated and Dry. the Streets are Iregualar, but being 
paved with round pebles, are allways Clean, there are Several well 
built brick houses in the English taste, the others in the Dutch with the 
gablends towards the Streets and Coverd with tyles; 57 this City is 
suplyed with markets in Different parts, abounding with great plenty 
and variety, they have Beef, pork, veal, muton, poultry, veneson, wild 
fowl, Especially wild pigeon, fish, oysters, roots, and all Kinds of vegi- 
tables and fruits, in their Seasons; this City is the metropolis of the 
province and by its Comodious situation Commands all the trade of the 
western part of Connecticut and that of East Jersy; no Season pre- 
vents their shipin from going out and Comeing into port, there are all- 
ways pilot boats at the narows ready to Conduct them In on first sight. 

upon the S. W. point, of the City stands the fort which is a square 
with four Bastions mounted with 9 pounders but in very bad order. 68 
within the walls is the Governors house where he usualy resides, opo- 
site to it are brick Baracks. the Governors house is 3 stories high and 
fronts to the west. 

Below the walls of this fort or garison near the water there is a forti- 
fication to Defend the grand road, (but Ships Can lye with safety out of 
its reach) the lower part or foundation of this Batery is built with 
stone, and the merlons Consist of Ceder Joists filld up with Earth, it 
mounts 92 24 pounders which are almost level with the water, this for- 
tif'on is not of any great service to the harbour, which is in East river 
and also the principle part of the town which lyes that way. about 6 fur- 
longs from the fort lys noten Island 59 behind which, betwixt [it] and 
long Island, is a passage for prety large vessels, on which not one gun of 
this fortif'on Can be brought to bare, this Island lys about S E from 
the fort in the midle of East river, it is reserved as a Sort of a 
Demesne for the Governors, they pro[po]se to Erect a Strong Castle on 
it, but there is as yet not the least apearance thereof, this according to 
my Judgement is the p[r]operest place for a fortif'on. 

there are besides this, two other Islands in the Bay oposite the town 
but out of reach of the guns, they say there is very good fresh water on 
all those Islands they serve for vessels to ly Curenteen by them. 

the City hall is a Strong building two Stories high situated where 
four Streets meet and fronts to the S. W. on one of the most Spacious 
Streets in town, here they hold their Council and General Courts. 

the Inhabitants of new York are a mixed people, mostly Decended 
from the Dutch planters originally, there are still two Churches in 
which religious worship is performed in that language, but the number 
that talk it Diminishes Daily, all religions are permited here Except 
the roman Catholique. 

the City of York Consists principally of merchants, shop keepers, 
and tradesmen (as Dos Philadelphia) who have the reputation of punc- 
tual and fair Dealings, there are Some very rich houses in it. the 
people are very sociable and kind [to] Strangers. 

felt makeing is a Considerable Branche in york and it is said their 
hats are as good as in England. 

57 Cf. Kalm, Travels, I. 249. 

58 See also Lord Adam Gordon (Mereness, p. 415), and other travellers. 

59 Governor's Island. 
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the N. E. part of New York Island is Inhabited Chiefly by Dutch 
farmers who have a Small vilage there Called harlem pleasantly Situ- 
ated on a flat Cultivated for the City Markets. 

scarce a third part of the province is Cultivated, the Colony of 
Connecticut which is vastly inferior to this In its Extent, has according 
to a late Computation, above 133,000 Inhabitants of which a militia of 
27000 men, wheras the whole number of Souls Containd in New York 
province is but 110,000, -and the militia 18000. 

the Situation of new york with regard to foreign markets Is to be 
prefered to any of the Colonies, it lies in the Center of the Continent, 
has at all times a Short and easy access to the ocean, and has almost 
the whole trade of Connecticut and New Jersy, two fertile and well Cul- 
tivated Colonies, hudsons river which runs up in the Country near lake 
Ontario (and Caries Small vessels as far as albany on Sd. river 150 [m.] 
from York) Impowers them to Cary on a Conssiderable trade with the 
Back Indians, to whom they Send rum, amunition, blankets, Strouds, 60 
and wampum or Conque shell Bugles. In return for which, they have 
all Kinds of furs, and peltrys; they allways have been in good Inteli- 
gence with the five nation, now Six Nation Indians, which are the 
Bravest and most redoutable of all the Indian Nations, that Canada has 
often Experienced; 

the Importation of Dry goods from England to this province has been 
Conssiderable formerly, Insomuch that the merchants were often at a 
loss how to make returns, or remitances to the English merchants, but 
this is not so much the Case now, and Especially since the Stamp Dutys 
have been talked of. Indeed the Inhabitants of all the Different Colo- 
nies are so Exasperated at this present time, at the stationing men of 
war all along the Coste to prevent their Carying on any foreign trade, 
Especially with the french Islands and now ading the Stamp Duties, that 
they are resolved to raise every thing within themselves, and Import 
nothing from England, this resolution tho of a Short Standing, has 
afected England to that Degree that Several Corps of tradespeople were 
risen, and Could not be quelled without a Conssiderable body of troops 
that were Dispersed in the Difft. parts of the City of london for that 
purpose. 

there had been severall perssons apointed in the Different Colonies, 
to be Colectors of Sd. Duties, but they were all glad to resigne to save 
their lives. 

the Exports of New york to the west Indias are flower, peas, rye 
meal, bread, Indian Corn, ognions, boards, Staves, lumber, horses, sheep, 
pickled oysters, beef and pork, of flower, which is the main article, 
there has been shiped about 90,000 Barels, pr. annum, to preserve their 
Credit in this important branche of their staple, they apoint officers to 
Inspect and brand every Barrel before it is shiped. the returns are 
Chiefly sugar, rum, molasses etc. the Spaniards Commonly Contract 
with this and the Colony of Pensilvania for provisions, and with Vir- 
ginia for Masts and yards, much to the advantage of Sd. Colonies, the 
returns being wholly in Cash, their wheat, flower, Indian Corn,'' and 
lumber, shiped to lisbone and the maderas, balance the madera wine Im- 
ported which is no small quantity, it being their usual Drink after meals, 
they Export to Ireland great quantitys of flax Seed, they Sent in one 
year 13,000 hhds. in return they have Irish linnens. 

«o Blankets. 
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there is along hudsons river great stock of timber of all Kinds and 
good Conveniences for ship building, also Iron mines in plenty and of the 
best quality out of which they furnish Boston and road Island, for their 
bulding. this is a Considerable branche of the trade of this province, 
the bodys of Iron mines in the Northern parts of it are so many, their 
quality so good, and their situation so Convenient with regard to wood, 
water, Cariages, and all other Conveniencies, that it is generally thought 
(with attention) they might rival the Swedes in this article. 

North america is provided by nature, with Every thing necessary, to 
becom the greatest martime power In the univers, its harbours are 
Numerous and Comodious, its Coasts of Easy access, by the sounds, 
which you have on all the Continent a Conssiderable Distance of [into] 
the land, timber and Iron abounds in all parts, Navall Stores in the grat- 
est plenty, and hemp grows as well as in any Country whatsoever. Joigned 
to this the healthiness of Climate, the great propogation, youl See about 
the farmers houses in the Country, Children Swarming, like broods of 
Ducks in a pond, they Come quiker to maturity than in Europe arc 
strong and robust, in general well Disposed, Easy lead on to any under- 
taking, but Soon Discouraged if the Success Does not imediatly answer 
their Expect'on. they have this in Common with the English, Soon up. 
and as soon Down, that is, they are Easily Elevated in spirit, and as 
Easy Dejected, an Enterprising man that would Study these people 
and gain their inclinations will bring them to do any thing he pleases. 

this Country Can not be long subject to great Britain, nor Indeed to 
any Distant power, its Extent is so great the Daily Encrase of its In- 
habitants So Considerable, and haveing every thing necessary within 
themselves for (more than) their own Defence, that no Nation whatso- 
ever seems beter Calculated for independency, and the Inhabitants are 
already Intirely Disposed therto and talk of nothing more than it. 

It is Computed that there are at least ten thousand Convicts and pas- 
engers, or indented Servants, imported yearly into the Different Colonies, 
the first are Sent to Virginia and maryland only, and likewise Indented 
servants; But the Colonies to the Northward of maryland admit no Con- 
victs, but Serv'ts as many as will Come. 61 there has Come to philadel'a 
alone, 5000 in one year, ji of which were from Ireland, great numbers 
of Dutch and germans; those Indented Servants, are poor people that 
Can not pay their passage and signe Indentures to the Cap'ns for the 
payment therof. he on his arival Sells these indtures to the highest 
bider, they are generally for four years, some more, Dureing which 
time these poor wretches are obliged to Serve like slaves or Convicts, 
and are on the same footing; If ever any foreign power Comes to In- 
vade the Country, and publishes the liberty to all of those people that 
will Joign with them, they'l Certainly all take party, and I look on them 
to be fiter for Soldiers than the Inhabitants, being Eured to hard labour 
and fatigue, acustomed to live hard: 

August the 26th. Crossed over the Channel to long Island, some- 
times Calld Nassau Island, which is In the province of new york. it is 
about 120 m. long and not above 18 broad. It is Divided from the Con- 
tinent by a Channel of 100 m. in length, and 12 In Breadth, there are 
many Convenient harbours, it Contains the Countys of sufolk, Rich- 
« On the matter of the convicts, see the late Dr. I. D. Butler's article in 
Am. Hist. Rev., II. 12-33- 
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mond* 2 and queens County, its trade is in furs, Skins and tobaco to 
great Britain, and horses, Beef, pork, peas, wheat, oats, and Corn, to the 
west India Islands, In return for which they have sugar, rum, molasses, 
Cotten, Cofee, etc. the Soil is very good on this Island, all sorts of 
vegitables and fruits abound on it, hemp and flax grows very well also. 
In the midle of the Island there is Salisbury plaine 16 miles long and 4 
broad, on which there is neither Stick nor Stone to be Seen, a fine place 
to Encamp an army, there is an Excelent Breed of horses on the Island, 
for which reason their militia regiment is all Cavalry, there are Sev- 
eral small Islands of the Eastern Coast but non Inhabited; they have a 
whale fishery here sending the oil and bones to England, there are also 
other fisheries. I Dined and lay at the fery tavern. 

August the 27th. Crossed over to York, the 28th Dined with John 
wats Esqr. 63 In Company with General Gage 64 his lady and Several 
officers, it is thought Mr wats will be made Lieutenant Governor of this 
province. Sir henry moore Is apointed governor and Expected out 
Daily, he was lieutenant governor of Jamaica, a very agreable polite 
gentleman and Intirely the Courtier, talks all languages, well. 65 there 
was nothing talked of at York Dureing my Stay there but the spirited 
and patriotic behavior of the Inhabitants of the northern Colonies Es- 
pecially Boston, where the people had a few Days ago surownded the 
Stamp officers house who seemed to have some reluctancy to resigning 
his office, and would have leveled it with the ground if he had not Imedi- 
ately resigned and promised never to act in that quality upon any acct. 
next Day they Caried lord Butes Efigie in a Cart round the town and 
hanged it to [a] tree where it lay Exposed till Dark (with a guard at the 
foot of Sd tree) then they throwed him into a fire round which they 
sung and Danced all night, the Same thing was Done in providence, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut, they all Declare Solemnly that when 
the Stamp papers Come over they'l set fire to the house wherein the[y] 
are lodged. 

August the 29th. Dined and suped with Messrs. young and walas, 
the fever took me at night which held me three Days Dureing which 
Doctor midleton 6S atended me. 

Sepr. the 3d. Set out from York to philadela. Crossed the fery to 
powlers 67 hook, 2 miles broad, from thence to Bargin 68 fery, 9 miles, 
the fery about T / 2 a mile, to Elizabeth point fery 254 miles, the fery %. 
to Elizabeth town 2 m. Dined here, a prety litle Inland town where 
there is a Court house and a Decent Church the Country about it 
f ruitfull and well Cultivated, plenty of grain and fruit, from 'hence to 
wood Bridge 69 a Small vilage 10 [miles] Dist. 

Do. the 4th. from wood Bridge to Brunswick fery 10 m. the fery yi, 
62 Suffolk, Queens, and Kings. Richmond County was and is Staten Island. 
83 Tohn Watts (1715-1789), member of the council, Loyalist. 
«*Maj.-Gen. Thomas Gage, commander-in-chief in America 1 763-1772, after- 
ward governor of Massachusetts. 

65 Sir Henry Moore governed Jamaica most of the time from 1756 to 1761, 
and New York from November, 176s, to his death in 1769. 

66 Dr. Thomas Middleton, author of An Historical Inquiry into the Ancient 
and Present State of Medicine (New York, 1769). 

67 Paulus. 

68 Bergen. 

69 Woodbridge, N. J. 
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this town is the finest Situated of any that Ive yet Seen for a Country 
town, it is on Raritan river about 15 miles from its mouth, on the west 
Side therof, on a riseing grownd at the top of which is a fine Barak, 
on Each Side the river are Several prety Country Seats and farms well 
tended which has a very prety Efect, there is a Coper mine about 10 m. 
up this river which Does not promise much at present, altho great things 
were Expect from it afirst. 

amboy on the mouth of this river (which Ive before mentioned) is 
well situated for trade, haveing a fine and safe harbour in Sandy hook 
Bay suficient to hold 500 Sail of Shiping of any Burthen, vessels may 
also be built very Conveniently here and Cheap, Notwithstanding these 
advantages it is but a Small place of no trade, which is owing to its prox- 
imity to York, it Consists of about 40 or 50 scatered houses Some of 
which are good buildings, its situation is both pleasant and healthy. 

after Breakfast Set out from Brunswick to Prince town 16 miles, 
here I went to meeting 70 at which was a Considerable Congregation of 
presbitirians. from hence to trenton where I lay. 

Sepr. the 5th. from trenton to the red lion and from thence to Phila- 
delphia the same road I went. 

Do. 6th. this morning Mr. Mifflin Introduced me to governor Pen 
with whom we Dined. 

the 7th. Dined with mr alen n to [whom] mr mifflin Intrd. me also. 

Quelque jours T2 avant mon Depart De Philadelphia on y avoit recue 
la nouvelle, que, la perssonne qui avoit Ete nomme receveur Des nouvelles 
Droits a York, 73 C'Etoit Demis De cette Charge, et que le gouverneur 71 
y avoit nomme Son fils Et C'Etoit retire dans le fort, avec les troopes qui 
Ce trouvoient pour lors dans la Ville, et avoit ordonne aux Cap'ns De 
Deux fregattes qui Etoient En rade De s'aprocher De la ville pou[r] la 
Cannoner En Cas que les habitants Eussent fait le moindre mouvement. 

[March 13, 1765.] J'ai quitte le Batiment au Cap look Out et me 
Suis rendu a New bern En trarverssant la Caroline Du Nord, Dont cette 
Ville Doit Etre la Capitalle, elle est apresent peu Conssiderable, ainssi 
que toutte les autres Villes de Cette province, excepte le Cap fare, qui 
est la plus Comercantte, Cependant la navigation est asse mauvaise a 
cette dernierre puisqu'il ny a que 17 pieds D'Eau sur la barre, qui est a 
Son entre, a hautte mer. 

la rivierre sur la quelle est batie New bern, ainssi que toutte Celles 
que J'ai traversse en allant a Virgine, qui Sonts Consider [able] et en 
grand Nombre, Communiquent a une meme Embouchure qu'on nomme 

?o It was not Sunday, but Wednesday. 

71 Probably Andrew Allen (1740-1825), the attorney-general, son of Chief 
Justice William Allen and brother-in-law of Governor John Penn. He was for 
a brief period a member of the Continental Congress, resigning in 1776; then a 
Loyalist; see Pa. Mag. of Hist., I. 206-211. 

'2 This paragraph is written on a separate page of the manuscript, the fifty- 
fifth. The matter, in French, on pp. 56-62, is omitted here, as' merely repeating 
the diarist's English narrative of his journey down to March 13, 1765 (see pre- 
vious installment). 

78 James MacEvers. 

74 Cadwallader Colden, acting governor. These references show that the 
diarist left Philadelphia in the latter part of October. 
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Ocacock, ou il y a une barre sur la quelle II ny a que 9 pieds D'Eau, Ce 
qui fait que le Comerce y est peu Conssiderable. 

Norfolk, la Ville la plus Comercantte et Conssiderable De la Virginie, 
est situe Du Cotte de l'Est de la rivierre Elizabeth (qui Donne dans 
James rivierre a une lieux au dessous) a un des beau 75 ports que -la 
Nature peut former et, est munie de tout ce qui est Necessaire pour la 
Construction ou reparation Des Navires de quelque grandeurs que Ce 
Soit. sur le Cotte opose, et vis a vis de Norfolk, est une petitte Ville 
nouvellement Etablie nomme Portsmouth, qui a plusieures quays, aupres 
Des quels les plus gros batiments peuvent Carener. tous les Batiments 
qui onts afaire dans la virginie ou le Maryland s'ils ont besoins de Ra- 
doub vienent Icj, D'autant mieux qu'ils y trouvent Ce qui leur faut, et 
que le port et sure l'Entree et la sortie facille. 

II est Etonnant que les Habitants n'ont Jamais pensse a fortifier un 
Endroit qui parroit Devoir etre D'une grande Concequence pour le 
Comerce du pays, Car l'Enemie peut y entrer en terns de guerre et rav- 
ager la Ville sans oposition, ny ayant pas Un seul Cannon ; Ny Dans les 
Environs, Ton pouroient, me Dira't on, y Assembler 2,000 homes en peu 
de terns, mais que peuvent deux ou trois mille homes Efraye, sans Dici- 
plinne, surpris sans s'y atendre, quand mem Ce Seroit par Un Nombre 
bien moindre qu'eux, mais qui seroit resolu, et bien arme. [In margin : 
en Cas de surprise fls auroient de la peine a r'assembler mille homes.] 

la richesse de Set Endroit ne Dedomagerez pas Des depences D'une 
Entreprise qu'on y feroient; D'abord, II y a peu, ou point D'argent, le 
tabac et 76 l'objet principal de leurs Comerce, et de cet article mem n'y 
trouveroit on pas Conssiderablement, puisque les Vaisseaux peuvent 
Taller prendre Chez les habitants dans les Differentte parties de la prov- 
ince, par le moyen des rivierres naviguable qui y Sonts en grand Nombre, 
ainsi que dans le maryland, Ce qui fait, qu'il ny'a pas D'Entrepot gen- 
eral ny de ville Conssiderable, Dans les deux provinces; par ce que Je 
vien de dire, II paroit que Cet Endroit n'est pas un objet ou Ton puisse 
satisfaire a l'interest. 

Si Ton y alloit dans le Desin D'y faire du Degat, rien de plus facille, 
puisque, Comme j'ai Deja observe, II y[a] point de fortification, et qu'on 
peut aller mouller a une portte de pistolet de la ville, ou s'il Convenoit 
mieux dans la baye sous le Cap henry, faire Dessendre son mond et 
marcher a la ville qui en est a 4 ou 5 lieux au plus, on auroit pour lors a 
Ce garder des Embuches parcequ'il faut traversser des Bois, ou II y a un 
grand Chemain bien pratiquable. la Costte depuis le Cap Jusqu'a la 
ville est propre a la Dessentte et on trouve toujours des pilots aux En- 
virons Du Cap. 

En terns de guerre, les vaisseaux qui Chargent de tabac dans les deux 
provinces de virginie Et maryland s'assemblent Dans les Mois de [avril 
et d'octobre]" ou Dans la rivierre De York vis a vis de la ville qui porte 
Son Nom, ou Devant la Ville de Hampton sur la rivierre de James, plus 
Comunement Ici par[c]eque les Bureaux y Sonts ou Us S'Expedients. 
Ton m'assure avoir vue Ici, en pareille Cas, 100 Voille ou Vaisseaux pret 
a mettre a la voille. lis Se tienent enssemble pour Etre En etat de se 
Defendre des Corssaires. 

7 5 Des plus beaux. 

76 Est. 

T7 In another handwriting. 
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puisque Cette Ville de Norfolk est la plus Comercentte Et Conssider- 
able on peut juger des Autres, des quelles Sonts Willianisburg qui est la 
Capitalle Cependant de peu de Concequence Excepte dans le tems de 
leurs assemblies general qui s'y tienent deux fois l'anne Scavoir, l'une 
Commence le 10 avril et tient 24 Jours, l'autre le 10 8bre et tient Egale- 
ment 24 Jours.. 78 dans Ces tems II s'y rend beaucoup de monde, mais 
dans d'autre C'Est bien peu de Chose. II y a encore les villes de York, 
NewCastle, Petersburg, frederickburg, port Royal et quelques autres, 
mais qui Sonts moindre, les Uns que les autres. 

le Maryland, a Cet Egard, est Corame la virginie, anopolis En est 
la Capitalle ; elle est sur la rivierre Severn, a gauche En y entrant, sans 
Canons sans auqu'un Defence, de tres facille acces, Ton y peut aler sans 
pilots, Elle est peu Conssiderable. apres Celle ci est baltimore qui est apeu 
pres dans le mem Cas. il y a aussi alexandrie sur la rivierre Patowmac, 
ou l'amiral Bradock C'Est retire apres sa Defaitte En Canada, avec son 
Esquadre. 79 Deux Fregattes de 36 Canons sonts en etat de prendre 
toutte Ces villes, et les mettre a Contribution, s'Entand en les surpren- 
nant. Je ne Scai mem Si une Seulle ne le feroit pas. II faudroit dans 
Ces ocasions De l'Expedition Car il y a ordinairement Des fregattes et 
Vaiss'x De guerre sur la Costte et les Chemins sonts beau dans le pays, 
les Expres y vonts vitte, la Flotte qui s'assemble Entems de guerre a 
York oti Devant Hampton, est ce qui merit le plus d'atention Dans Ces 
deux provinces. 

II n'en est pas de mem de Philadelphia, Capitalle de la Penssilvanie. 
Cette Ville est Conssiderable, elle est Eloigne de la mer de 50 lieux, s'En- 
tend de l'Embouchure de la rivierre Delaware, la navigation de Cette 
rivierre est Difficille, mais II y a de Bon pilots a Lewis town, 80 (petitte 
Ville qui est a l'Entree, a 3 milles du Cap henlopen) qui Sonts toujours 
prets a aller abord des Batiments qui paroissent avec un yak a la tette 
Du mast du petit peroquet. 81 quand les Vents sonts bon, pour monter la 
rivierre, on se rend a la Ville en 24 heurs, quand lis Sonts Contraire Ton 
s'y rend par le moyen des marres, qui Sonts forttes dans Cette Baye. a 
l'Ex[t]remitte Du Sud de la Ville II y a une baterie qui est presqu'abon- 
donne ; II peut y avoir 24 Cannons en fort mauvaise Etatt. Ton a bien 
tot passe Cette baterie et quand on est par le travers du milieux de la 
Ville on est hors De Sa porte. la riviere de Sculkill passe Derriere la 
Ville et tombe dans la baye a une lieux au deSous. rien de plus facille 
que D'Envoyer Des Chaloupes dans Cette rivierre, debarquer Du monde 
pour prendre la Ville par derierre, pendant que les Vaisseaux atireroient 
l'attention Des habitants dans l'autre Extremitte. Ce Debarquement 
Doit Ce faire de nuit ; pour Cet Efet on peut laisser Un Batiment, avec 
le monde qui y est Destinne, a l'Embouchure de la Dite rivierre Et au 
Comencement Du flot (Car ils auronts une bonne lieux a faire de l'Em- 
bouchure, a l'Endroit Du debarquement pour avoir le moin de Chemin a 
faire par terre qui est Y s de lieux) Envoyer les Chaloupes avec le monde, 
on ne seras pas Embarrasse pour trouver Des Endroits Commode pour 
mettre pied atterre et y estant II est facille d'En avertir les Vaisseaux 
par le moyen de quelque fusee Envoye en l'air. 

78 All erroneous ; there was no such regularity. 

70 Attention has already been called to this error in note 1, above. 

so Lewes, Del. 

si With a jack (or union jack) at the foretopgallantmast. 



A French Traveller in the Colonies, 1/65 89 

si on ne veut pas faire le Debarquement Come Je vient De Dire ; on 
peut le faire Du Cotte de la Baye, ou les Vaisseaux peuvent le Couvrire. 
en ce Cas Je[il] faut le faire a une Des Extremitte De la Ville. l'Ex- 
tremitte du nord me paroit le plus propre Car il ny a point de fortification 
a Craindre, et le terain y est propre, au lieu qu'au Centre de ia Ville et 
jusqu'aux Extremittes Ce ne Sonts que quays, aupres des quels il y a 
toujours des Batiments, qui le rendroit DifHcille. Si on peut faire Cet 
Expedition sans Etre Decouvert, Je pense que 1200 homes pouroient y 
reussire, mais II faut de la Suprise autrement II faud[r]oit un bien plus 
grand Nombre. Car on peut assembler beaucoup de monde dans Cette 
Ville et les Environs en peu de tems. II seroit inutil de Debarquer 
ailleurs qu'a la Ville; Car on trouveroit dans les rivierres Des obstacles 
sans fin et insurmontable, on ne peut les passer qu'en batteau et elles 
sonts en grand nombre. 

ayant fait Ce qu'on Ce Seroit propose a filadelphia, II y a la Ville de 
New Castle Sur le mem Cotte de la rivierre, Environs 10 lieux plus bas, 
qui est la plus Conssiderable apres la Capittalle. Ton voit la position de 
Cet Endro[i]t D'abord. elle est ainssi que les autres sans Defence. II y 
a Environs 500 maisons. II y a ordinairement une ou deux fregattes 
mouile Ici Devant, pour Visiter les Batiments qui sortent et qui Entrent. 

Venons apresent a la Nouvelle York, Capitalle de la province du mem 
nom. Ton ne rencontre pas les memes Difficulttees pour Ce rendre a 
Cette Ville, II faut neanmoins avoir recours aux pilots, que Ton trouve 
Ici Comme ailleurs; quand on est passe les narows, qui Veut Dire les 
Etroits, II n'y a plus rien a Craindre, Jusqu'a la Ville, qui est Eloigne de 
l'Embouchure Environs 8 lieux. la fortification (Dont on trouveras la 
Description dans le journal) Est dans le S. O. de la ville, et le port est 
dans l'Est, dans le Canal qui passe Entre l'islle longue et la Ville, les 
anglais apelent Ce Canal East river. Ici lis onts leurs Chentiers, tous 
les Batiments mouilent Ici. pour Entrer dans Ce port par la passe or- 
dinaire on est oblige de passe devant le fort mais Cest bientot fait avec 
un bon vent De la partie Du Sud-Est jusqu'au ouest D'autant mieux que 
la passe est belle. Estant Dans le port on Est maitre de la Ville, puisqu'on 
peut l'abatre En peu de tems, ou faire Debarquer son monde dans les Dif- 
ferenttes rues. Si on ne veut pas s'Exposer a passer Devant la baterie 
on peut prendre possession D'une Islle qui est a l'Entree et Dans le 
milieux de Ce Canal qui fait le port, et y Dessendre Du Cannon pour 
battre la Ville Et la fortification. Derierre Cette Islle, entre elk et 
l'islle longue, II y a une autre passe pour Des moyen batiments. Dans 
Cette passe on peut Envoyer le monde du Debarquem't dans les Vais- 
seaux de transport ou mem Dans les Chaloupes et faire la dessentte que 
Ton Couvriras Du Cannons sur l'islet. 

pour faire des Expeditions dans Ce pays, II faut bien ce provisioner 
de munitions de guerre, Car on ny en trouve pas. quelques Cannons de 
Campagne, seroient fort apropos. 

Si on vouloit faire la Conquest Du pays II seroit Essenciel De s'Em- 
parer De l'islle longue, Car outre qu'on y trouveroit Des provisions de 
toutte Especes, II y a de fort bon Cheveaux pour monter ia Cavakrie. 



